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j m. Non-estab.ishment of opinio,, with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial app.icabi.ity 
L S^^P^^S^So^^ 40 = - ««*«*» (to be non obvious), or to be' 

□ the entire international application. 

claims Nos. . 26-28 " 



because: 



£?*wi Rational application, or the said claims Nos. 2 , 7 o 
relate to the followmg subject matter which does not req uire an mtemational prehnSy examination (specify): 



. r'»"»««uBi; ^tumnauun {specijyj: 



I — I the claims, or said claims Nos 

L_l by the description that no meanmgtul opimon could be formed. ' ~ "* S ° inade 9 uatel y supported 

no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 26,28 



U the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 



Form PCMPEA/409 (Box IE) (July 1998) 



BEST AVAILABLE COPV 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Internatiq^^^plicaiion No. 

VJP03/08525 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-22, 25 YES 

Claims 23,24 NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-22 YES 

Claims 23-25 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1_25 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 



Document 1: Neuropsychobiology Vol. 31 (1995) p. 10-15 

Document 2: JP 61-80051 A (Toyo Soda Manufacturing Co., Ltd.) April 23, 1986 

The abstract of document 1 describes the use of plasma serine concentration as a marker for 
integration dysfunction syndrome. In addition, the Methods section on page 1 1 describes forming its 
derivative and measuring that 

Document 2 describes 7-fluoro-4-nitrobenzo-2-oxa-l,3-diazole (NBD-F) as a fluorescent reagent 
for labeling amino acids. 

Claims 23 and 24 

Based on the descriptions in documents 1 and 2 cited in the international search report, the 
inventions of claims 23 and 24 lack novelty. Document 1 discloses the measurement of a labeled 
amino acid as a marker of integration dysfunction syndrome. 

Claim 25 

Based on the descriptions in documents 1 and 2 cited in the international search report, the 
invention of claim 25 lacks an inventive step. Persons skilled in the art can easily conceive of using 
the NBD-F described in document 2 as a labeling reagent when performing the amino acid 
measurement described in document 1. 



Claims 1-22 

None of the documents cited in the international search report or documents that are newly cited 
in the international preliminary examination report describes a method for detecting integration 
dysfunction in which the concentration of L-serine or the concentrations of both D-serine and L-serine 
are measured, and this matter is not obvious to persons skilled in the art. 
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